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Early  Speeches  of 

Abraham  Lincoln, 

1830-1860 


"Sectionalism"  Speech 

1856 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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(Lincoln  Manuscript) 


VX  7" HAT  is  believed  to  be  tbe  longest  and 

best  preserved   Lincoln   manuscript   in 

the  handwriting  of  Abraham   Lincoln   has 

come   to  light   in   Lincoln,    Illinois.      This 

manuscript,  one  of  many  papers  relating  to 
Lincoln  left  by  the  late  Colonel  Robert  B. 
Latham,  a  friend  of  the  Lmancipator,  was 
that  of  the  famous  speech  on  sectionalism, 
delivered  in  1856  during  the  campaign  be- 
tween Buchanan  and  Fremont. 


Publishers'   Weekly- 
May  28,  1S27 


publishers'   Weekly,  Nov.  17,  1928 


(Manuscript,  Lincoln) 

On  November  30,  in  the  sale  of  Ameri- 
can historical  autographs,  the  property  of 
Henry  Goldsmith  of  this  city  and  W.  \V. 
Latham  of  Lincoln,  111.,  an  important  new- 
high  record  was  made.  This  was  a  manu- 
script, a  speech  on  sectionalism,  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  written  on  eight  folio  sheets 
containing  1,750  words,  delivered  on  a 
campaign  tour  in  Illinois,  in  1856,  on  be- 
half of  John  C.  Fremont  for  president. 
Dr.  Rosenbach  paid  $18,000  for  this  manu- 


Genius  Takes   Liberties 

We  have  before  us  an  eight  page  pho- 
tostatic copy  of  a  speech  by  Mr.  Lincoln 
delivered  Oct.  1,  1856,  on  the  topic,  "Sec 
tionalism."  It  was  designed  by  Harry 
Dayton  Sickles.  It  was  a  present  from 
Mr.  Gillespie  who  issued  the  great  hit, 
"Lincoln  Trails  and  Shrines."  Mr.  Sick- 
les' publication  is  a  21  page  booklet  and 
cover,  and  would  grace  any  Lincoln  col- 
lection. On  the  title  page  is  a  very 
graphic  picture  of  the  young  man  study- 
ing law  in  the  shade  of  a  tree  on  the 
banks  of  the  Sangamon  at  New  Salem. 
In  the  distance  is  a  mill  with  a  pictur- 
esque   overshot    water    wheel.     It    is   a 

charming  picture  and  shows  the  touch  of 
a  genius,  but  poets  and  artists  often 
take  liberties.  The  artist  makes  the 
water  run  up  hill  —  the  stream  on  the 
canvas  flows  the  wrong1  way. 
It: f   '.      '<         .      '.-rr— —  .     6  '  3$ 


LINCOLN  MANUSCRIPT 
TO  BE  SOLD  AT  AUCTION 


Autograph  of  Speech  Is  One  of 

Many  Historic  Items  to  Be 

Offered  This  Week. 


An  autograph  manuscript  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  Important  address  on 
"Sectionalism,"  delivered  on  Oct.  1, 
1856,  will  be  offered  at  auction  at  the 
American  Art  Galleries  Wednesday 
evening.  This  document  was  found 
among  the  effects  of  the  late  Colonel 
Robert  B.  Latham,  a  friend  of  Lin- 
coln, by  his  son,  William  Latham. 

Lincoln  made  some  fifty  speeches 
during  the  Fremont-Buchanan  cam- 
paign, but  only  two  manuscripts  of 
them  are  known  to  exist,  one  of 
which  is  the  one  now  to  be  offered. 
The  address  was  an  argument  against 
the  claim  of  the  Democrats  that  the 
Republican  Party  was  a  sectional 
one. 

A  desk  which  Lincoln  owned  and 
used  while  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
Legislature  will  be  offered  at  the 
same  sale.  It  is  of  pine,  painted 
black,  and  was  later  the  property  of 
Colonel  Frank  O.  Lowden,  by  whom 
it  was  used  in  the  office  of  The 
Springfield  Evening  News.  Later  it 
was  placed  in  the  Lincoln  Bank  of 
Springfield. 

Another  Lincoln  item  that  will  be 
offered  is  a  Sheffield  silver-plate  fruit 
basket  with  the  name-  "Lincoln"  en- 
graved on  the  handle.  On  its  bot- 
tom President  Lincoln  scratched  his 
surname  twice  with  a  pocket  knife, 
fearing  that  when  he  sent  the  piece 
to  a  jeweler,  to  have  his  name  en- 
graved on  it,  another  basket  might 
be   substituted. 

Among  other  important  historical 
American  autographs  that  will  come 
up  at  the  auction  are  letters  by 
Thomas  Jefferson,  including  a  letter 
pertaining  to  the  capture  of  the  Brit- 
ish tender  Edward,  >  'Mch  is  signed 
by  seven  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence. 

A  tentative  draft  of  the  Thirteenth 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  is 
signed  by  Hannibal  Hamlin,  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  and 
members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  who  voted  for  it. 
There  are  also  letters  by  various 
Presidents  and  by  Revolutionary  pa- 
triots, as  well  as  a  series  of  secret 
documents  relating  to  the  annexation 
of  Texas.  These  were  consigned  by 
Mrs.  W.  P.  E.  Wyse  of  Pikesville, 
Md. 

From  the  collection  of  Henry  Gold- 
smith of  New  York  City  have  been 
selected  historical  and  Presidential 
china,  including  many  pieces  that 
belonged  to  Washington  and  Lincoln. 
There  is  also  a  silver  spoon  made  by 
Paul  Revere. 
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LOST  LINCOLN  SPEECH 
IS  FOUND  IN  ILLINOIS 


Unknown  Address  of  1856, 

Discussing  Slavery,  Is 

Discovered. 


Lincoln,  111.,  May  12.— (JP)— What  is 
believed  to  be  the  longest  and  best 
preserved  Lincoln  manuscript  In  ex- 
istence has  come  to  light  in  this  little 
Illinois  town,  the  first  of  fifty-three 
named  for  the  martyred  president. 

The  manuscript,  one  ot  many 
papers  relating  to  Lincoln  left  by  the 
late  Col.  Robert  B.  Latham,  a  friend 
of  the  emancipator,  was  that  ol  the 
famous  speech  on  sectionalism,  deliv- 
ered in  1856  auring  the  campaigning 
of  Buchanan  and  Fremont. 

Two  of  the  new  Lincoln  papers  were 
displayed  today  by  Will  Latham,  son 
of  the  colonel,  who  recently  opened 
the  Latham  place  here  to  the  public. 
Mr.  Latham  said  he  was  entirely  un- 
conscious of  the  value  ot  the  papers 
until  a  few  days  ago,  and  he  had  been 
carrying  around  in  his  coat  pocket  the 
manuscript  ot  the  speech  on  section- 
alism, which  has  been  valued  at  many 
thousands  of  dollars. 

Ford   Seeks  Manuscript. 

Among  collectors  who  are  seeking 
the  papers  are  representatives  ol 
Henry  Ford  and  John  D.  Rockefelle:  " 
it  was  stated,  but  the  manuscript  'is 
to  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Ameri- 
can Art  association  in  New  York  for 
sale  at  auction. 

In  addition,  among  the  Latham  pa- 
pers, was  found  a  letter  from  Lin- 
coln in  which  the  future  president 
wrote  to  his  friend  that  "it  was  as 
plain  as  the  weight  of  three  small 
hogs  why  one  should  vote  for  Fill- 
more for  president"  and  in  the  manu- 
script he  championed  Fillmore  by  de- 
claring the  icsue  "simply,  shall  slav- 
ery be  allowed  to  extend  into  the 
United  States  territory  now  legally 
free?  Buchanan  says  it  shall  and 
Fillmore  says  it  shall  not."  A  more 
intimate  glimpse  into  the  life  of  Lin- 
coln was  revealed  in  the  story  of  the 
naming  of  this  town  in  his  honor, 
before  he  became  "the  man  for  the 
ages." 

Tell  How  Town  Was  Named. 

Lincoln  was  attorney  for  Col. 
Latham  when  the  latter  purchased 
the  land  and  laid  out  and  incorpo- 
rated the  city  which  became  Lincoln, 
111.  Besides  acting  as  attorney,  Lin- 
coln surveyed  the  site  and  when  the 
day  came  for  the  first  public  lot  sale 
he  attended  the  naming  of  the  town. 
In  a  spirit  of  fun  Lincoln  accepted 
the  honor  after  protesting  that  noth- 
ing named  Lincoln  ever  amounted  to  J 
j  a  "damn."  He  not  only  accepted  the 
1  compliment  but  also  broke  a  ripe 
watermelon  to  mark  the  event 

"We'll  take  a  chance  on  the  name." 
Col.  Latham  was  recorded  as  saying. 
"We'll  name  it  Lincoln  and  you  name 
your  next  son  Robert." 

Lincoln  was  given  city  lots  here 
in  payment  for  his  services  at  that 
time. 


